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COMMEMORATIVE AIR FORCE

December 2018

years old and most of the structure is made
of wood, glue, and fabriceal old school
stuff. To save money, the wing decided to
disassemble the aircraft and rebuild the
center wing section in house. At the same
time, the fuselage needed a whioleof
wood replaced again due to age. Under the
guidance of Jim Placette and Ed Vessley,
- Happy Holidays fellow wing members have been working on a
Houston Wing member and ground up restoration all year.
friends. It may not appear so
but the Wing has had another
busy year. As many of you
know, our wing has been
slowly outgrowing our
“ existing hangar as we add
more aircraft, projects and museum displays.
In February, an opportunity came up to .,
purchase the property across from our hangar
B-5. As the Wing had previously set aside |
money for this acquisition, we were able to i G
purchase the corner grass lot across from our Addltlonally, we have had our Open
hangar door for cash. We are now moving House/Warbird Weekend, Hangar Dance,
forwardwith fundraising efforts to build the multiple airshows, histacal aircraft ride
new hangar and expand our flight and experiences, formation training, Dinner with
museum operations. Pattoni A hangar fundraising event, and
many field trips to our museum by the Katy
On the aircraft side, our primary tail dragger  school district & graders. The rebuild of the
trainer the PT19 was found to have L-17 Navion has been making great progress
extensive wing center section damage most this year. Unlessomething major happens,
likely due to age. This aircraft @ver 70

Wing Leader

A T hmeaningof life is to
find your gift. Thepurposeof
lifeistogiveita way . O
- William Shakespeare
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the plane should be ready for a test flight
sometime in the first half of 2019.

There have been many great opportunities
for our members to participate in the CAF
mission of acquiring, restoring, maintaining
and flying our aircrafalong with the
educational benefits of our museum. This
would not be possible without the countless
volunteer hours by our talented members and
staff. It takes lots of time to plan, organize

and lead these efforts. We will be
recognizing many of you ahé awards
dinner in January.

As we move into 2019 your wing staff will
be working diligently to keep moving the
Houston Wing forward. There is a lot of
work done behind the scenes to keep us
afloat. When you have a minute, thank
someone on the staff fdnair efforts and
offer your time to assist.

Everyone please have a safe and sane
holiday. Take some time for yourself and
your family.

Be kind to one another ahdd | | see

around the hangair Stan

Eves On the Horizon!

Dec 15

Museum Saturday
Wreaths Across America

Dec 16

Wing Meeting2pm
Chili Cook Off
~Jan. 5

Museum Saturday

Jan. 19

Museum Saturday

Jan. 26

Awards Banquet




Op erati ons U pd ate in keeping the aircraft clean and getting them

out and safely put away at the end of the day.

Houston Wing supported _ _
A barnstorming at Conroe Nov 10 Thanks_ again for your support for Wing
¥ with the AT-6 flown by John Operations in 2018'Nathan

"\ Bixby and the B¥13 flown by

) Ole Nygren. Showing the Wing
. ability to multitask, an N3N ride
was given at West Houston at the same time
as a Dave Guggemos led a formation v¥igno

of the Battleship Texas. The Battleship
Texas formation included Ole Nygren in the
AT-6, Dave Guggemos in his34, Rob
Parrish in his 134, Stu McAfee in his b,

and Scott Rozzell in his SNJ. Multiple
passes were made and the flight was very
well received. This flight specifically is in
remembrance of the attack on Pearl Harbor
and all those lost there. Never forget.

Looking ahead, we have the Wreaths Across
America formation fly over on 15 Dec. The
rides program is still proving popular ane
appreciate the support of pilots and other
volunteers to get these valuable fenagsing
outreach flights completed.

Future flight operations in the Houston area
will require the addition of ADSB to the
transponder system of all aircraft. The-BT
13is the only one of our aircraft currently
equipped with ADSB. Wing Staff will have
a plan before the end of December to equip
all the aircraft over the next year.

Pilot sponsors and other volunteers can help
during winter maintenance as directed by the
Maintenance Officer. Thanks also for help



M ar keti N g Rep ort The business developmen_t department has

been slow to start fundraising for the new
Merry Christmas museum hangar. The hangar committee
Houston wingsters. individuals have been busy this year with
other tasks for the wing, but we are going to
be meeting in January to get the program

As | write this Jo and
| are mourning our _ the
’ A\ . 41%president of the going full steam ahead. The |n|t|al_ program
United States George Herbert Walker Bush. Might be modeled after the CAF aircraft
The greatest generation has such class in ~ SPonsorship program. For all donations

how they lived their lives. He participatedin P €yond that weol |l hay

aviation in its earlyevelopment, enjoyed nameor company one it. Companies are

the jet age and witnessed the space age. We MOre than welcome to contribute to the new

are diminished. museum hangar project. Corporate
sponsorships are critical to the success of our

We are also saddened by the passing of new museum. Is the company you work for

Cowden Ward and his-®1 MustangPecos philanthropic? Unbeknownst to their

Bill. A wonderfully polite and generous employees many ertgyers have giving

programs to nonprofit museums like ours.

To that end we want to thank Carlos Sisso

for getting Parsons Engineering involved

with a $500 sponsorship of a display cabinet
in our museum. Let me know if we can and
we 6| | get them invol v

man, we are diminished once again.

The Dinner
with Patton
event has just
concluded and

everyone had a _ _
great time. The Speaking of hangars once again, the 2019

food provided Houston Wing Hangar Dance is going to be
by Master Chef February 23, 2019. Honestly this is my

was fantastic, favorite event of t he
the musical 39 Coast Swing and the traditional lasagna
dinner. Come out and enjoy the sounds and
sights of our annual
and | know more than a few of us have had

talents of Maria
Thorne was
wonderful and

_ Denny Hair memor able times at tfF
' prowdedavery we canot even r emembe
" interesting _ ,
|n3|ght to the life and times of @eral The marketing departent has been busy in
Patton. This is the first standalone fund contacting possible sponsors for Warbird

Weekend 2019. One goal for the marketing

raising event for the new museum hangar. _ : _
dept is to have all the food items donated this



year . Wedbdbre in the
cool planes to feature too.

We have also procured the Menad Day
flyover for Sugarland. We have 2 fly ins
scheduled for next year already. The future
looks bright for the Houston Wing in 2019.

Jo and | would like to wish everyone a
Merry Christmas and a Happy and healthy
New Year.

See ya around the hangaam Bulger




: anda Very Good 2019. | am looking forward
Malntenance to thatlimyear é.

Winter maintenance is in full
swing. The BF13 annual is
complete, and the radio stack
rework is coming to an end.

. The plane will be fully ready

' by mid DecemberThanks to
Suzie who is doing the sheet
metal on the radio rack, and thanks to the
cadets Chris Dunin and Fox for helping with
the oil change and engine work over the
weekend. It takes plenty of man hours to do
these inspections, and more men means less
total time. Thanks for all the help. Next up is
the N3N, and that inspection should only be
about two weeks. There are no major issues
reported and should be routine. Other
maintenance issues are being worked on too.
Adding fuel to the &0 after the weighg
showed some more fuel leaks to deal with.
The AT-6 decided to have a flat left main
tire, and a new tube needs to be installed,
and the emergency spare removed, and the
original tire reinstalled. The work on the PT
19 wood continues, and we are still o
schedule to cover the fuselage in January.
Craig Pridgeon is doing amazing work on
the wood and has built a cabinet to steam
bend the wood strips. We are looking
forward to seeing how that works. The
cadets spent a Saturday afternoon painting
on the 1-39, and more plans for that display
are in the works. Work continues on the L
17 also and that plane is coming along
nicely. | still look forward to the day they are
all in the sky together. | wish all members of
the Houston Wing a very Merry Christmas




Museum Moment
WWII Military Production

During the 31/2 years of World War 1l that
started with the Japanese bombing of Pearl
Harbor in December of 1941 and ended with
the surrender dBermany and Japan in 1945,
"We the People of the U.S.A." produced the
following:

22 aircraft carriers

8 battleships

48 cruisers

349 destroyers

420 destroyer escorts

203 submarines

34 million tons of merchantships

100,000 fighter aircraft

98,000bombers

24,000 transport aircraft

58,000 training aircraft

93,000 tanks

257,000 artillery pieces

105,000 mortars

3,000,000 machine guns

2,500,000 military trucks

In addition we put 16.1 million men in
uniform in the various armed services,
invadedAfrica, invaded Sicily and Italy,

won the battle for the Atlantic, planned and
executed BDay, marched across the Pacific

and Europe, developed the atomic bomb and, -

ultimately, defeated Japan and Germany.

This was accomplished because the entire
country wa involved in the war and not just
those in uniform. Americans, men and
women, were working in war production
plants, buying War Bonds, following the

rationing rules so we had enough for
everybody and by volunteering with the
Civil Defense to replace wogks now in the
service.

At the end of World War Il, January 3, 1946,
the last proceeds from the Victory War Bond
campaign were deposited into the U.S.
Treasury. Mre than 85 million Americans
(half the populatioppurchased bonds
totaling $185.7 billion tdinance the war
effort.

|l tds amazing what

Americans did in those days.

-Sam Hoynes

USS Texas Flyover

-Photos by Susan Vaculik




OTi s
Season

Hello Gulf Coast Wing and Houston Wing
members,

The flying season is over amdnter
mai ntenance i s

celebrate another successful year with a little

fun. | am personally inviting everyone to an
evening out at our new winergjue
Epiphany Vineyards in Conroe

On Saturday December 15 the Houston
Wing will complete their flying season

with the traditional Wreaths Over
America flyover, SO
season together and welcome the holidays
with a little celebration! Join us at the
winery from 5:00 pm to 11:00 pm.

Blue Epiphany Vineyardsis a family and
pet friendly venue, so pack up the entire
family and come on out to the sixteen acre
winery. There is indoor seating, a covered
patio and lawn seatg too, assuming the
weather cooperated.he winery is just 3
miles fromT e x a s Rangadatthes 0
Conroe airport.See a magHERE

Best of all thereds
charge! Are you thinking of flying in?We
can arrange a shuttl@extyour ETA to
281-4351663.

Enjoy some ward winning wine and listen
to live music by Jimmy Joe Long. You can
bring your own food or enjoy fantastic

t- Rlveng N O

under w

cuisine from the popular Tropical Bistro
food truck that will be onsite.

To make this a fun holiday evening we are

designating December 15 as thegly
Holiday Sweater Day, so add some CAF

creativity to your attire and there may even

be an award or two!

Blue Epiphany Vineyards 0

400 Bryant Road

Conroe, TX 77303

https://www.blueepiphany.com/

|l am one of the new

hoping to see you all there, especially those

ofyoulhavendédt met vyet!
I@hhsc“bgweﬁ:lose out the

Chi I | N Cook

Our Wing meeting will gt g
be Sunday Decembers.
16" this month. As

usual, we have a pot luc
meal afterwards. Th
menu is based around a

friendly homemade chili competition. Your
leader (that would be me) will be enterié]/g hi?

"Pwif “ddwar P "wi®dni®P

challenge our culinary adept membéo put

down their smart phones for a couple of
hours, go into the kitchen and fix up some
good old Texas Style Chili. Bring it out on
Sunday and treat your friends to this

del ectable dish. |If
crackers and grated cheese or &dds

C

r
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https://www.blue-epiphany.com/
https://www.google.com/maps/place/400+Bryant+Rd,+Conroe,+TX+77303/@30.3425089,-95.4663931,17z/data=!3m1!4b1!4m5!3m4!1s0x86473ebdaef47a21:0xdcf33cf19cc581a8!8m2!3d30.3425043!4d-95.4642044?hl=en
https://www.blue-epiphany.com/

HOUSTON WING MEMBERSHIP 2. Hangar Constructor Sponsor $1750

HANGAR FUND RAISING PROGRAM A Second Level @onations
Where Members Show Their

The Houston Wing has embarked on an Significant Support for the New

important milestone in the history of the Hangar Project

wing. As part of the CAF, we are stewards

of WWII aviation history. The Houston 3. Hangar Supporting Sponsor- $350

Wing will be constructing a new hangar on The Third Level of Donations

our newly purchased lot,-B. The new That Allows Members to Support

hangar will hous a museum incorporating the New Hangar Project

our current and new artifacts as well as
Science, Technology, Education and Math A member can start at say the Supiogy

(STEM) activities that will engage curious Sponsor spot, have his/her name on the
minds. Also planned is a new meeting space Supporting Sponsor Plague. As they add to
than can be used for event rentals and of their donation over time, he/she can move up
course aircraft. The g owns the lot and it to Restoration Sponsor and so on. Their

IS now time to raise funds to build the nameplate will then be moved to the

hangar. Estimates for the concrete pad, metal appropriate plaque. Like the Aircraft
hangar with full size door run in the $350K Sponsor Prgram, if someone were to make
400K range. We are starting with a members a larger donation, they would have multiple

exclusive fundraising drive program. The Full Sponsorships. Double, triple and so

goal is to raie $125,000 from member onéThis happened in t
donations. This internal program will assist needed a new engine for the N3N. The wing
our marketing team next year by showing did not have sufficient funds available at the
our personal commitment to the new project time so some ahe sponsor pilots donated

as they seek outside donations. additional full sponsorships to help cover the

cost of the new engine. The Houston Wing
The donation program is modeled after the also donated a full pilot sponsorship to
aircraft sponsor program dmed in the CAF Bluebonnet Belle when she needed a new
Unit Manual. It will be composed of three engine a few years ago.
donation levels:

The Wing will be purchasing plagsie

1. Hangar Full Sponsor- $3500 showing names of our member donors and
The Highest Member Donation the levels they have supported. Any donation
Level of Support for the New is welcome. There are several ways to make
Hangar Project a hangar donation. One is to add it to your
wing membership renewal form under
0ot herd. Another way

checkto the finance officer. In both cases



note OHANGAR FUNDOG o nAstofiihes witiagpoarrangar fund stands at
or check so we know widbaut$5000.8e hatecmne.full sponsor to

Dave Eagan will be the Member Hangar
Fund Administrator. He will keep track of

the donations and keep the plagues updated
accordingly.

date. Looks like | need to send in my check
before the end of the year too!

| would like to thank everyone in adrnce
for helping out the Houston Wing with this
major milestone.

Stan Turner
Houston Wing Leader



